
Decorative fountains should be turned offon windy
days and during drought

WATER WISE IRRIGATION

EQUIPMENT

What is the most efficient irrigation system
Drip itrigation is the most efficient method of

watering for non turf areas such as bedded plants
trees or shrubs Drip systems minimize or eliminate

evaporation impede weed growth and may help
prevent diseases caused by under or overwatering
Tubing should be inspected regularly for damage
leaks and debris that may have clogged the lines

Soaker hoses are an easy and inexpensive alternative

to drip irrigation Soaker hoses perform best when

the water flow rate is low Soil moisture should be

monitored to determine when enough water has

been applied

What type of sprinkler should I use

Use a low angle sprinkler that produces large drops
of water close to the ground rather than an

oscillating sprinkler or a sprinkler that produces a

mistor fine spray This will help to minimize

evaporation Sprinklers with adjustable spray

patterns are useful for irregularly shaped areas orjust
use the hose Use a timer so you don t forget to turn

it off

How should I manage my automatic sprinkler
system for water efficiency
Automatic sprinkler systems can provide an efficient

method of irrigating lawns because controllers turn

the system off after a predetermined amount of

time so a measured amount ofwater can be applied
However don t just set it in the spring and leave it all

season Adjust run time and frequency ofthe system

monthly to respond to changing rainfall and

temperature conditions Install rain shut off devices

or moisture sensors to avoid unnecessary watering
Adjust sprinklers to eliminate overspray on
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pavement Don t assume that all plants have the

same watering requirements Reduce the run time of

sprinklers on shrubs which may not need as much

water as grass Shady areas may notneed as much

water either To minimize runoff adjust the

precipitation rateofthe sprinkler head so the soil has

enough time to absorb the water Trim overgrown
shrubs or other objects obstructing the spray pattern
Contact a professional landscape irrigation specialist
for a maintenance check

What maintenance is required for my automatic

sprinkler system
Check sprinkler heads regularly to remove dirt or

debris that may be clogging the nozzle and to make

sure they areworking at the proper pressure and

not leaking When spray heads are inactive they
should be as close to the ground as possible to avoid

damaging them with lawn mowers Repair or replace
broken heads valves seals and pipes Make sure the

last group of sprinklers shuts off completely when

the next group ofsprinklers rums on Ifnot check

the valves Once a month run the sprinklers for a

short time on each cycle while you are at home to

make sure they areworking properly

What features should I look for in an automatic

sprinkler system
The controller ofnew sprinkler systems should have

a multiple scheduling option a rain shutoff device

a waterbudget feature which allows percentage

adjustments without having to reprogram and test

functions

DESIGN A WATER WISE

LANDSCAPE

Plant water wise well adapted and or native shrubs

and trees Bermuda buffalograss and zoysia are

drought tolerant grasses Choose plants that are

drought tolerant or at least have low water

requirements heat tolerant and are tolerant ofthe

minimum winter temperatures in your local area

Instead of grass put drought tolerant ground cover

in areas that are narrow small sloping odd shaped
or close to pavement Limit turf areas to those

needed for practical uses Group your plants into

irrigation zones according to their water

requirements hydrozoning so you don t overwater

one type ofplant to meet the needs ofanother for

instance most shrubs don t need as much water as

most grass Ifyou have to have a few thirsty plants
group them together and place them near your

house Native plants are more resistant to local plant
diseases and pests Contact your County Extension

Agent your water wise landscape professional or

your city or water supplier for recommendations of

waterwise plants that are adapted to your area of the

state and additional information on efficient

landscape water use

WATER
CC IQ

Know your wate

WaterlQ org

Texas Water Development Board

P O Box 13231

Austin Texas 78711 3231

www twdb statetx us

I
I

11

BE WATER WISE

OUTDOORS



l5U ljSBhnjJBq l nbl 10U Op ljJ ljM SllJY

dAhll5P lllBJ l5U Sn l P SUOJ os l lBM JO

SUOJIBl5 O I SB ljJnw SB s sn l5U ljSBM JBg

A1BSSJ U SB AJUO l lJY 1Il0A ljSBM JBg

iljlUOW B l lBM JO SUOJlBl5 OOS I 10

M B l lBMJO S ljJU l soJ A SB

UBJ Jood 100J I Aq 100J Ot B SBXl W

U l WWnS ljl ul UO lB10dBAU SSJ
01 sn U 10U UljM SBds pUB sJood l AO iij

lasn JaleM aZ W U W I ue aSia MOH

l lBM JqenfBA JO SlUBJd
qOl SP P P U SB UP1Bl5 pue UMBj ljl P
lBA B JUO UMBj ljl lBlV sqnlljS punOlB SU SBq
U ljllBOlU OS ljl dBljS OS Pl1Odw l nbl

lOU ABW SlUBJd pldBPB JlM pue A lBU P l fdp 10

Pl5BWBP S OS ljl SSjUn J OS ABP 01 PPPB UljM
l llq l lBM l5U q1OSqB Aq pue OS ApUBS 01 PPPB

UljM l llCj l lBM l5U U Bll ACj SPU UO lBl5 ll

Jnpl sdJlj Jos M Jenb ljl5 H lsodwOJ 10 ljJJnw SB

ljJns l llBW J uel510 JO S ljJU t01 Z pue OS weaj

Aljenb ljl5 lj JO S ljJU IB1AS l5U PPB ACj PAOldw Cj
ueJ l l llBW J uel51O jlljSBlj 10 ABjJ AABlj MOJlBljS

APUBS A JOl S OS BU l5 lO 1Il0A Jl OS ljl AOldWl
lade spUel W a oJdw I ue aSia MOH

l ZJ llJ JBJ WljJ 10J P U ljl S Jnpl

UMBJ ljl UO Sl5u ddjJ SSBll5 l5U ABl SABM1lBM JeJO
s lTIJlod pue110 sunl Ajdw s ljJ ljM l Zj llJ ljJnw

001 AJddB jdmd AueW AJu nblJ l5U MOW P SBDU

10J P U ljl PJIE ljJ1Bljl lOW l lBM 10J PUBWP
lOW l5U lBD ljlMOll5 A SS JX S SnD l5U Zj llJ

ljJnw 00l lUB1IOllljl5nOlp lOW SSBll5 1Il0A d

ljJ ljM SWlSAS 1001 pOOl5 dOPAP 01 dJLJ In llJ

JO SUO lBJ ddB JlBJ pue l5U ldS 1I0unl lUllTIU

SS JXS Jnpl pUB l lBM SSI s sn SSllS pUB1SLJ1 M

SSBll5 sdJlj SlUllnU JO O lBl lLJl5 l lJl l Zj llJ
1Il0A U Cj pjnoljs lBljl Wn SSBlOd pue sn1Oljdsoljd

Ul5011 UJO O lBl ljllOJ SUO lBPU WWOJ l pUB l

OS B 10J IBUO SSjOld AlSlIlU S M l lBM JeJOJ1O
J AlS UO SU lXIJBlIlllm ll5V Muno1Il0A lJB1UO

l6u z llJaJ lnoqe MOUj I Plno4s le4M

SlOOl SSBll5 SlJ lOld

l pUB lU lUOJ J UBl510 S SBDU 11 UMBI
1Il0A 10J ljJJnw j suo lJunJ UMBJ ljl

JO JBJlIlS ljl OllsodwOJ JO l ABI U ljl
B l5u A ddB l5U SSlP dol SBlB l5U lUB d

U J lsqd ljs l5u sn P OAV LJ1B
lCj

UD lBLJl J lCjBJ l llBCj P M UO 10 JOS ljl
uo AjlJ l P lpjnW JB d OS pUB SlUB d

Ul01J S SSO l lBMpUB S lTIlBldUll SBDU

ABUl pue uns ljl Ul01J lBLJ lB Pl l SBlB Auuns lOLJ
l51B U I ABll5 pue JO JnJ lTIBCj dBJSpue 1Il0A

S BUl pUB UO lJBdUlO J JOS SlUAld ljlMOll5 P M

SMOIS UO SOlS Jnpl lU wdOIAP 1001 U SP l

S JTIlBJdlUl JOS lBJPOUl sdjLJ 1I0unl S Jnpl

lTIlS OUl SU B J ljJ nlU JO S LJJU t01 UQ lBLJ
SBXll5U LJJJO JS ljl 01lUB1IOl JOUl S lll5unOA

pue sCjnJljs 1Il0A l lU I1M l ljJ nlU JO SlOJ Sn

laJnlS OW IOS a JasuO I ue MOH

UMBj ljl 01 JBCj SlUllTIU

A l5 pUB JTIlBJdWl lBJPOlU UO lBJodBA

Jnpl JTIlS OlU U PJOlj dllj OSJB A lJlpm
U dnpJ nCj ljJ1Blp STIBJ 10U op pue lSBJ UMOp BlCj

Sl5u dd jJ SSBJl5 p ljJJnw jSl5u dd p 1Il0A l5BCj lYOO

ls6u dd psseJ6 W 4l M op I Plno4s le4M

W l UO lB LJll5UJj
Sl JO pJ ljl JUO ueLJl J10Ul 1m 1 UOP pue dlBLJS

SJpBJq l5U MOUl ddd AJp S l UdljM AfUO SSBll5 lTI

lMOW I Plno4s ua4M

SSBJl5 dLJl SJSSJ1S lljl5 JLJ

JO S LJJU tUBLJl dJOUl ldAJMOLJ JJUlUlnS Jljll5U lIlp

JlBl SJljJU tSSBJl5 ddJl5U UM01Cj 01 JJq ldJsns SSJJ
l Sd BlU pUB ljlMOll5 lOOJ JddJdP SJl5BlIlOJUd lddCj

JlIllS OUl SPJOLJ SSBll5 l JlBl UMB 1Il0A dJBJS 1 UOO

laq sseJ6 W Plno4s 6uOI MOH

3JNlfN31NIlfW

3dlfJSONlfl 3SIM H31lfM

SlUBjd JOJ ldJCj dCj ABlU J lBMU BJ JO Hd
dLJl OS V S BJdU W plBLJ U BlUOJ 1 USdOP l JSTIBJJq

SlUBJd 1Il0A 10J JdllJq S l pue dJJJ S ldlBMU B

ABp Auuns B JOJ l JABS pUB UldlS J JO pllBCj
B OlU SJJllTIl5 1Il0A UlOJJ JJHM JLJl Jduund l lSJAJBH

lJaleMU eJ asn I ue MOH

1OMJO SJlTIU lU JJd SUOJlBl5 Ot dABS UBJ

S lJlABMB S JCjJp dJJMS 01 UlOOJCj B JSn SABMJA Jp

pUB S JBMdP S dljl JdlBM 1 UOO SlUBld 1Il0A AJUQ
lJaleM I Plno4s le4M

C eas dpAJ ApUJll UlJdlU pUB A MOJS JJ1BM AJddB
pue ddoJs dljl JO dOl JLJl JBJU SJJJ u lds dJBJd SBdJB

l5u dojs uo1I0unJ P OAB ol SUO l PUOJ JJLJ1BJM jBJOJ
UO pJSBCj p jddB dCj p noljs JdlBM ljJnUl MOlj lTIOCjB

JUOlld ACj 10 JUjUO UO lBUlJOJU pJ1Bpdn AJBP JABlj
Sd lP JUlOS UO lBl5 ll lSB JLJl JJU S JlBJU Bl Aue JOJ

lUnOJJB 01 l5JOJ lYOO lJJBMJO LJJU I AjddB 01 J Bl

I1M l l5UOJ MOll JU UlJdldp pUB ljldJp JdlBM dl5BJJAB

UB dlBlnJjB UBJ LJJBd U PlJ JlOJ ldlBM JO lUnOUlB

dLJl JlIlSBJUl pUB S lTIU lU I 10J JdJ u lds Jljl un

ld U lds JLJl W01J ABMB SJJUBlS P lUdJJlI P lB SUBJ

pJl5pJ 1LJl5 BJ1S MdUld JAY 01 JdJLJl JJBJd ld U Jds

1Il0A unJ pj1lOLJS nOA l5UO MOLJ JU lUldlP OJ

lJaleM I Plno4s 6uOI MOH

Sl5U JJ1BM

UJdMldCj spO ldd JJl5UOI AjA SSJJ Jns 01 AJMOjS
l l5U lsn pB Aq lUBJJ OllLJl5nOlp dCj pue SlOOJ

lJdp MOJl5 01 pJU BJl q UeJ l lTICj lUBJOl

lLJl5nOlp dCj 10U IIM pue lUJ1SAS 100J llOLJS
B JABLJ IIMpm pdJJ1BM JJAQ BJd Sl

lB S LJ1MOJl5 lOOJ UdLJM l5upds JLJll5U lIlP
S ljlllB1S OllUBllOdUl AJlBpddsd

S l SlOOl ddJP dOfJAdP sCjnJljs pue
SSBll5 dldlj IIM J1OUl 10 SABp JAY AJJAJ

JJUO JdlBM JO ljJU l5UpJ1BM JJdOJd
lJaleM I Plno4s ualJo MOH

j

sn JJZJ llJJ JA SSdJXJ

pue l5U JdlBMJdAO ACj pJSTIBJ S ljJ LJM snl5unJ
ljJ1Bd UMOJCj 01 JlTICj JlUOJ lOU SJOp lLJl5 U lB l5UpJ1BM

JJdOJd SABp APU M UO JdlBM lOU 00 l5U UdA

dljl U 10 l5U U10Ul ApBJ ljll5U lIlp J JBM OS ABP
Jljl l5U lIlP JJLJl5 lj lUJJl d 09 JCj UBJ SSO UO lBJodBAI

lJaleM I Plno4s ep JO aWlle4M

JJA JpMdDS
B JO qOld OS B ljl M JJJ ACj J1TIlS OUl J lj

lTIO pJ Jp SBlj Jos JLJl JO SdljJU Z dOl JLJl JdlJB AluO
JdlB SJpB Cj JBj pdjlllJ JO UMBj lP UO l5U JBM

JdlJl djCj S A U BlUJJ lBljl slU JdlOOJ JOjOJ UdJJl5

Jlnp B SB LJJns SSBll5 pdSSJJ1S JO SUl5 S 01 UO lUJllB ABd
lJaleM I Plno4s ua4M

9NIH31lfM

3dlfJSONlfl 3SIM H31fM

TJ1B 1Il0A U SUO l PUOJ
J1BUl P dLJl 01 PdldBPB JlJM JO JA lBU J1B lBljl

SlUB d l5U SOOLJJ pue SSBJl5 lUBJJ OllLJl5nOlp

l5U lUBJd ACj ddBJSpuej S M JdlBM B Ul5 SdO

PdU BlU BUl ldM lUdUld nbd lBljl
d pUB UO lBTIl S LJJBJ JOJ lUJUld nbd lUd J tP

lSOUl JLJll5U Sn ACj UO lBJOdBAd JJ1BM JZ Ul U W
l5U Zj llJ dlBJdpOW pue

l5U ljJ nUl l5U MOUl l dOld SB LJJns SJJ lJBJd

JJUBUJlU BUl ddBJSpUB S M JJ1BM dSn

ALJ1 BJlj AB1S 01 SPJdU
JdBJSpUBj 1Il0A JJ1BM LJJnw MOlj dU lUJJldO

IICj JJ1BM 1Il0A U Sl5U ABS

jB lUB1SCjns JJnpOld UBJ SdJ1S JSdLJl l5U MOJlOJ

ACj dsn JdJBM 100plTIO 1Il0A l5U JnpJ
Jsn UO pJSBCj SlUJUlDU U SdlBJ

dSBJDU JO l WUlnS Jljl l5U lIlP S lBl

JJLJl5 LJ l5JBLJJ Sd lj lTI JJ1BM SBXJl AUBW

MOllOl01

Sd31S 3SIM H31lfM

r


