
OUTDOOR TIPS

Don t over water your lawn One inch ofwater

per week in the summer will keep most Texas

grasses healthy To determine how long you should

run your sprinklers place straight edged cans at

different distances away from the sprinkler and time

how long it takes to fill an average of 1 inch ofwater

in each can

Don t abuse the benefits of an automatic sprinkler
system by over watering Set it to provide thorough
but infrequent watering Check sprinkler heads

regularly to make sure they are working properly
Install rain shutoff devices and adjust sprinklers to

eliminate coverage on pavement

Prevent evaporation of waterWater lawns early in

the morning or in the evening during the hotter

summer months Never wateron windy days Use

drip irrigation systems for bedded plants trees or

shrubs and use low angle sprinklers for lawns Cover

pools and spas This can save the equivalent ofyour

pool volume each year

Plant water wise well adapted and or native shrubs

treesand grass Choose plants that are drought
tolerant heat tolerant and are tolerant of the

minimum winter temperatures in your area In

odd shaped areas use drought tolerant ground cover

instead of grass Many cities provide lists of

water wise plants

Harvest the rain Buy a rain barrel or a cistern and

collect the water from your gutters to water your

plants

Use your water efficiently Don t waste water by
cleaning patios or sidewalks with it use a broom For

plants that need more water use a hose or watering
can Don t scalp lawns when mowing during hot

weather Taller grass holds moisture better
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Keep grass 3 inches tall during the summer and don t

cut more than one third ofits length at one time

Leave lawn clippings on the lawn instead of bagging

Use lots ofmulch around your shrubs and trees

It will retain moisture reduce run off moderate soil

temperatures and help with weed control

Do not over fertilize Get a soil kit to determine

what nutrients your soil needs Ifyou apply fertilizer

only in the spring and fall your grass will be healthy
use less water and need mowing less frequently

Use a car wash that recycles water Ifyou are washing
your car at home use a bucket ofsoapy water and

use a hose nozzle that shuts off the water while you
scrub TOP WATER SMART TIPS
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According to the Texas State Water Plan Texas

existing sources will meetonly 75 percent ofthe

projected water demand by 2050 We must use our

precious water resources more efficiently or we will

have more frequent and more severe water

shortages especially during droughts and periods
of peak demand like hot Texas summers Using
water more efficiently will notonly save money but

more importantly will help protect the quality of life

offuture generations The cost of new or renovated

water infrastructure wastewater treatment and water

supply is estimated to be 107 billion over the next

50 years Each of us together can save billions of tax

dollars by making our households water smart We

must take on the responsibility ofefficient water use

now
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